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EDUCATION

Ph.D.in Math Education.

 Institute of Arab Research & Studies, Cairo, Egypt. Dec. 2009.
Dissertation: “A Geometric Curriculum developed in lights of the Multiple Intelligence Theory to improve the Geometric thinking of the Palestinian Pupils”.
Advisor: Prof. Amin Al Mufti (Ein Shams Univ.). 
Master in Math Education.

 Institute of Arab Research & Studies, Cairo, Egypt. Dec. 2006.
 Dissertation: “The Effect of the Grid Questions on The Performance of the QOU learners”. 
Advisor: Prof. Amin Al Mufti (Ein Shams Univ.).
Master of Science: Pure Mathematics, University of California, Davis 1989.
Bachelor of Science: Pure Mathematics, University of Birzeit, Palestine. March 1986.
CERTIFICATES AND SKILLS
· Certificate of Completion, “Teacher Educator Enhancement Program (TEEP)”,2013-2014. 
(TEEP) is 270 hours’ capacity-building Program of action research reflective practice, learning communities’ portfolios of professional practice and delivery of training. The program was jointly by the Ministry of Education and the AMIDEAST, USAID and Massachusetts University.
· Certificate of Completion “Leadership and Teacher Development (LTD) Program” 2013-2014. 
(LTD) Program is a comprehensive education reform initiative focused on improving the quality of education, it employs an evidence-based approach to leadership and teacher development, is implemented by AMIDEAST and the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE), it provided technical support to over 250 in-service underqualified teachers in mathematics, science, Arabic, English, and educational technology. It also supported the development of a new national teacher training and licensing program.
·  Certificate of Completion The Palestinian Faculty Development Program (PFDP), presented for the completion of the “Seminar for Excellence in Teaching (SET) 2009.
· The Seminar (SET) lasted for one year and was developed by the Central European University’s (CEU) curriculum Resource Center, it exposed faculty to variety of teaching approaches and key issues with course design and assessments.  
· Certificate of Completion The Distance Learning and E-Learning Training Program 2008. 
The program is 120 hours’ capacity-building Program its purpose is to share updates on e-activities and to explore ways of expanding and improving teacher education, notably through the use of new approaches and technologies.  The program was carried out jointly by Ministry of Higher Education in Palestine and the University of Manitoba (Canada).
· Computer Certificates in Word, Excel and Internet 2007. 
·  IC3 Certificate 2009. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Al-Quds Open University 1999-Present: Several pure math and educational courses such as General Math, Basic Math, linear Algebra, abstract Algebra, Probability, introduction to statistics, Calculus, Applied statistics, Topology, Real Analysis, Math Analysis, Geometry, History of math and others.  
Wagdi University College of Technology (WUCT) 2011-2012: A remedial course taught to students lacking sufficient preparation or proficiency for college Algebra and Trigonometry courses.  The topics included introductions to lines, solutions to simple equations, exponents, polynomials, and factoring.  Students were given the opportunity to test their skills for improvement. 

David Yallen College (1995-1996): Educational Mathematics course designed to meet the needs of future teachers with the 21st century skills using math e- tools, and math tools to raise high thinking levels.

Birzeit University (1993-1995): Math courses (Pre-calculus, Caluluse1+2, Probability, Statistics, linear algebra, statistics), Math and Engendering department.

Schmidt College (1993-1994): Probability, statistics courses required for the “GCE”
Al-Quds University (1992-1993): A Scientific Research course for teachers in the graduate department.
COURSE DESIGN
· Design and implement two Massive Open Online Courses “MOOCs” called “Remedial Math(RM)” and “Remedial Statistics(RS)”.  Both courses where launched by Edraak Platform twice during 2016-2017. These courses aimed at filling the gap between high school math and university math, both courses targeting the college learners while remaining available to anyone. Number of learners enrolled in both courses exceeded 4500 learners from 10 Arab countries.

· Arabize and taught a MOOC course named "The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking", the course was originally offered by Texas University at Austin through Edx, the course discussed how habits of effective thinking and creativity can be taught and learned through puzzles and mathematics. The course launched twice at Edraak platform in 2017. The number of learners enrolled exceeded 4800 learners. 
TRAINING
· World Bank Project (2017-2018) “Improving and training teachers for classes (1-4) in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Higher in partnership with three Palestinian universities to bring 900 teachers to excellence and creativity by improving their academic and professional skills.  
· (TEEP) Program (2013-2014). It was offered by Ministry of Education and AMIDEAST. It provided technical support for more than 80 in-service underqualified school teachers in mathematics, From Ramallah and Jennie. It aimed at coaching school teachers to implement ICT in education, and switch their teaching methods from teacher based to students based leaching ad learning.

· Math Online Communication Skills (2013-2014). Training QOU math faculty. 
· Basic Skills in the Design of E-courses in Education Program (2011-2012). 
OLC training programs, aimed at training teachers to design their own online courses.
· SPSS Program and its use in research for QOU faculty members (2011).
· Modern Trends in E-learning (2006) for QOU faculty members. 
· e-Learning in high education” (2010) through OLC.
PROJECTS

Researcher at the “School Initiatives on e-learning”: Action Research, to investigate and evaluate the effect of e-Learning and different teaching techniques in the Palestinian educational system in Public Schools with the Center for Continuing Education and the Quality Department, in cooperation with the Open University of Cyprus and the Palestinian Ministry of Education (2015).

WORKSHOPS
· 10 days’ workshop from January 17, 2017 to 26/1/2017 at Canterbury university, Britain, which comes within the framework of the project of improving the preparation and qualification of teachers for grades 1-4 (second component).

· Impact of Action Research on Promoting e –Learning in  strengthen procedural e-learning in Palestinian schools ; Workshop held by: Cyprus Open University, Al-Quds Open University, Palestinian Ministry of Education, (Jericho,  2015).

· Leadership and Teacher Development (LTD).  The Effect of Action Research on Learning. Workshop held by: The Amideast and Palestinian Ministry of Education  (Ramallah, 2014).

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEES

· Member of the Scientific Committee of the Conference entitled “Arab Women in the Human Resources Development System: Empowerment and Increased Participation in the Labor Market” held by Al-Quds Open University, the General Secretariat of the Association of Human Resource Development Research Centers in the Arab World, and the Union of Arab Scientific Research Councils on Oct. 15. 2017, ""Under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Al Hassan Bin Talal, Chairman of the Supreme Council for Science and Technology (Jordanian University, Jordan).

CONFERENSES

1. Edraak Regional Conference” . It took place on Augest 23-24 ,2017. . A scientific paper was presented titled:  Mastering Online Teaching and Learning Through Data-Driven Instruction
2. Smart Learning for Community Development. Conference took place on March 20th,2017 organized by the Continuing Education and Community Service Center and Open Learning Center at Al-Quds Open University in Ramallah. A scientific paper was presented titled: Remedial Math and life: The first QOU MOOC’s.
3. Preparing Teacher (Reality and Hope). The Conference took place on Oct. 4, 2016 in Ramallah and was organized by Al-Quds Open University. A scientific paper was presented titled: The preparation of the 21st century teacher towards education.
4. The International Conference of Open Higher Education in the Arab World took place in (7-8 October, 2013), Ramallah –Palestine. A scientific paper was presented titled: Evaluating the Quality of University Mathematics Books in Open Education in the Light of International Standards.
5. The 4th International conference of Contemporary trends in education and its applications that took place on February 17-18,2012 that was organized at Tafela University, Jorden. scientific paper was presented: Evaluation of Geometric Content in School Textbooks in Light of Van Hill Theory.
6. The first International Conference on E-learning and blended learning as a Strategic Choice for Arab Universities, the conference took place on November 13-15, 2012 and organized by Philadelphia University, Jordan. A scientific paper was presented titled: E-Learning at Al Quds Open University – Palestine: The Experience of Challenge and Excellence.
7. The third educational conference of school education in Palestine: The authenticity and the burdens of the profession, the conference took place on May 16-17 ,2012. A scientific paper was presented titled: The role of the teacher in promoting self-directed learning skills among students.
8. Palestinian Faculty Development Program (PFDP). Round Table Seminar titled” History and Development of world University and Higher Education Systems, from 23-24 ,2011 in Ramallah.
9.  The first educational conference of school education in Palestine: The response of the present and envisioning the future, the conference took place on May 26-27,2010 organized by Hebron University, Palestine. A scientific paper was presented titled: "The importance of mathematics educational games on the attitudes of learners towards the learning of mathematics from the point of view of the learners and the teachers,
10.  Palestinian Faculty Development Program (PFDP) & American Scholarship Fund Program (ASFP) Amideast forth academic colloquium that took place on July 31, 2010 in Ramallah. A scientific paper was presented titled: Using E-Assessment Structured Communication Grid Test (SCGT) to Assess High Levels of Thinking Skills.

11. 1st International Conference of Living Theorists-Howard Gardner’. The conference took place om May 23-25, 2009. The conference was organized by Mohomet Akif University/Burdur, Turkey.  A scientific paper was presented titled: The Effects of Multiple Intelligence Theory in Raising the Van Hiele Levels of Thinking of Al-Quds open university learners.

12. Mediterranean Conference for Academic Discipline 23-26 march 2009. Central Connection State University, Malta, A scientific paper was presented titled: An Investigation of Van Hiele Levels of Thinking in Geometry among QOU learners

13. Seminar of Excellence in Teaching “Palestinian Faculty Development Program (PFDP) that took place on Feb 1st ,2009 was organized by American Scholarship Fund Program (ASFP) and Amideast and Open Society Institution.

AWARDS AND MEMBERSHIPS
- Teacher Excellence Award from AMIDEAST (2010)
-  Alia Ashaar volunteer work Award for women (2009).
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP A member of the Editorial Advisory Board   of Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies (JCEPS) 
REPORTS

· Sabbah.Y., Zembylas, M., Najdi. R., Farhaneh. S., Hadzilacos, T. (2015): Report of Lessons learnt from Pilots: Most Significant Change Final report. Open University of Cyprus, and Alquds Open University. The ministry of education Palestine.

· Fragkaki. M., Abu Maliq. M., Najdi.R., Farhani. S., AlAbed. S., Hawamdeh. M., (2015): Report on E-learning Curriculum in Palestine Peimary and Secoundary Education. Open University of Cyprus, and Alquds Open University. The ministry of education Palestine.

PUBLICATIONS
· Randa Elsheikh Najdi (2018): Training Program on Mathematics Online Communication Skills to Overcome Barriers in Communicating Mathematics through Internet. Palestinian Open Education Magazine. Palestinian Journal of Open Education and E-Learning Vol 6. No12. Ramallah –Palestine
· Randa Elsheikh Najdi. (2017): “RM and RS” The First QOU MOOCs. International Journal of Development Research Vol,07, issue,05, pp12885-12888.  
· Randa El sheikh and Samir Najdi, (2013): Math Keyboard Symbols and its Effect in Improving Communication in Math Virtual Classes, International Journal of Information and Education Technology (IJIET). Vol. 3, No. 6, pp:638-642, December 2013, ISSN: 2010-3689        
· Samir Najdi and Randa El Sheikh (2012): Educational Games: Do they Make a Difference, Proscenia -Science and Behavioral Sciences Volume 47, Pages 48–51.
· Samir Najdi  and  Randa  Sheikh (2011): The Impact of  (E-Learning) on the Critical Thinking of of Al Quds Open University learners,  The Palestinian Open and Distance Educational Magazine Volume III, No. V, Palestine
· Samir D. Najdi, and Randa M. El Sheikh (2011): Multiple Intelligences Theory and its affect in Raising the Van Hiele levels of Thinking Journal of Al-Quds Open University for Research and Studies, No 24(2)- July 2011.
· Randa El-Sheikh (2010): The Effect of Research Based Strategies on raising The Van Heile Levels of Geometric Thinking: Journal of Al-Quds Open University for Research and Studies, No 19.feb 2010
· Samir Najdi, and Randa El Sheikh (2010): Using E-Assessment Structured Communication Grid Test (SCGT) to Assess High Levels of Thinking Skills. Academic Colloquium 2010, Building Partnership in Teaching Excellence, PFDP, (1), pp 52-61.
· Samir D. Najdi, and Randa M. El Sheikh (2009): The Effects of Investigation Teaching Strategy Based on Multiple Intelligences in Raising the Van Hiele levels of Geometric Thinking,  (ICTL 2009) INTI University College, Malaysia.
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